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1. Unon his return from Mosdiow last March, I'AC Tae-tung instructed the United
Front Demartment of the Chinese Comrmnist Party (CCP) Central Conmtt@g to
ehift 1ts attentlion from inland China %o Southeaszt Asia. HSIAO Kle ( f_) Yo
Chief of Staff of the 4 Fleld Army, was selected %o $ake charge of thie taslk.

2e HSIAD 1(»3‘.“2: Hankow on 29 March for Pelvning, where he conferred with LI Wel-han

{ i‘: i i I,z ), director of the United Froni Devartnent. It was decided that

HSIAO was To remaln nermanently in the Central and South China area. One
repvresenintive gach from the 4 Fleld Army Comrmand, the United Front Devard-

ment of the Central and South China Burear would form a group, with HSIAO

X'e as the head. Thia groun would be lmown official’y as First Snecinl I
Small Group (}’ﬁ — 4% H}.1+ 4R ) of the Central Peodle’s Rewolutionary
Military Council. I% would have six sectione under its control; namely, :
action, publicity, liaison, investigation, militrry, and molitical. Tha

immedizabe activities of this group were to be directed towvard Fong Keng, [
Macao, and Vietnan. :

hed

HSIAOD left Peining at the beginning of July for Hanlow, and was accomdaaled i
by a group of nine staff menbers. ;

%.  Unon ESIAO's avnointnent to this nost lash March, the vacancy in the 4 Nield i
Army was filled by CHAO Erh~lu (FY ,,91 fa ) ‘the Downty Chief of Staff.™

25X1 | [Gomment. It apnears the 4 Field Army has been designated to carry

3] tAe military aspects of H3IAOS s nrezent assignrent, excent for Burma,
which i3 the regoonsibility of the 2 Field Army. HSIAOYs long relationshin
with the 4 Field Army makes such an arrangement logical. H3IAOC XKfs ig a
native of Chiaho, Hunan, a graduate of the Whamvoa Military Academy, and a
close feriend of LI Pimc. In 1927 he Joined the CCP. He has served as a
batialion, reciment and division cormander, and when the U Field Army vas
formed, wag amointed as its Chief of Starf.

.

25X1 *l Comment. Although CHAO Erh-lu is identified as deouty chief of
25X1 the 2 ¥eld Az-m;y] |the internal evidence of the revort indicates
that he may have been demuty chief of staff of the 4 Field Army.
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